
kāmādisarpavrajagāruḍābhyāṁ

vivekavairāgyanidhipradābhyām |

bodhapradābhyāṁ

drtamokṣadābhyāṁ

namo namaḥ śri

gurupādukābhyām ||

My prostrations to the holy 

sandals of my Guru  which 

destroy the serpents of desire like 

the eagle Garuḍa, which bless me 

with the invaluable treasure of 

discrimination and renunciation, 

and which enlighten me with 

bodha- the true knowledge, and 

bless me with instant liberation 

from the shackles of the world.

- Verse 9, Guru Pādukā Stotram
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The official newsletter of Śrī Mātā Hindu Temple.

Chairman's Message
Dear Devotees! Aum Śrī Mātre Namah!

With the blessings of Śrī Mātā, I am proud to introduce the inaugural

edition of Vāgvāṇī, the official newsletter of Śrī Mātā Hindu Temple

(SMHT). Through this newsletter, we will share reflections on SMHT’s

past events, information on upcoming events, construction updates, and

insights on religion and spirituality every month. Our young and

enthusiastic editorial team (Aardra Rajendran, Meghana Iragavarapu,

Rahul Krishnaswamy, and Pranali Aher) is dedicated to informing and

inspiring the community on a regular basis. On behalf of the SMHT

Board, I offer my congratulations to the editorial team. We encourage

other youth to get involved if interested. In the true spirit of karma yoga,

this issue of Vāgvāṇī and every issue that follows is an offering to Śrī

Mātā and an opportunity to serve Her Devotees. My wishes for the

everlasting success and growth of Vāgvāṇī!

May Śrī Mātā bless us all,

Swami Rajendran

The Significance of the Guru
BY MEGHANA IRAGAVARAPU

Guru Pūrnimā celebrates God’s response to a prayer for Him. On the

occasion of a full moon, we honor the guru-s sent by God to teach us how

to know Him. For only he who knows God can show others how to know

Him. The Sanskrit root “gu” translates to darkness or ignorance while “ru”

indicates the remover of that darkness. Together, a “guru” exists to lift the

veils of darkness and ignorance that plague and hinder one’s spiritual

growth. Just as one requires a teacher in school to obtain secular

knowledge, success in divine pursuit requires a spiritual teacher, or a guru.

Such a guru is not an ordinary teacher; but is a living embodiment of

scriptural truth and an agent of salvation ordained by God. Guru-s and

their paths are meant to channel and guide souls to realizing innate

divinity. The delusion, the darkness, and the ignorance are destroyed

through good company and devotion to messengers of God. It is not

physical proximity or personal association. Rather, it is the attunement of

thought with the teachings directed by God. For the true guru has no

desire to establish himself in the hearts of others, but rather to awaken

their consciousness of God.

Upcoming Events:

Jul 08 – Guru Pūrnimā & 

Śrī Satyanārāyana Vṛata

Aug 04 – Śrī Varalakṣmī Pūjā

Aug 07 – Rakṣābandhan & 

Ṛg / Yajur Upākarmā

Aug 14 – Śrī Kṛṣṇa Janmāṣṭami

Aug 24 – Śrī Ganeśa Chaturthī & 

Sāma Upākarmā

Brahmaṛṣi Veda-Vyāsa



Construction Updates
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To obtain a Certificate of Occupancy, the Temple needs $100,000 at the earliest and is looking for one-time

donations and monthly contributions. The Board is also working closely with our Sthapati, architect and

sculptor, in India, to begin the Indianization of the Temple as per the Āgama Śāstra, the architectural

scriptures. Once sufficient funds are collected, the Indianization of the Temple will begin. Currently, we are

in need of an additional $125,000 for the shrines and the deities.

The Board would like to thank the Construction Team led by Sanjay Aher

and Deepak Soin for their hard work and commitment to completing Phase I

of the Śrī Mātā Hindu Temple in record time. The basic structure of the

Temple has been erected and the HVAC installation and electrical work have

been completed. By mid-July, insulation, sound system wiring, and the

placement of sheet rock will begin.

Apr 2, 2015, 7.5 acres of 

land purchased.

Jun 11, 2015, Bhūmī Pūjā

performed.

Sep 22, 2016, land leveled 

for placing foundation.

Oct 10, 2016, Foundation 

Ceremony conducted.

Mar 15, 2017, basic structure 

completed.

Apr 8, 2017, Rāma Navami 

celebrated.

MISSION

Our mission is to provide a

place of Hindu worship and to

preserve and promote Hindu

traditions and cultural heritage.

- To offer regular and special 

worship to Deities as 

prescribed by the Scriptures.

- To provide facilities where 

festivals and religious 

ceremonies can be 

celebrated as a community.

- To educate, communicate, 

and promote the principles 

of Sanātana Dharma.
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Śrī Mātā Senā’s Volunteers of the Month

NISHI CHATRATH

SARITHA SAGAR

As the Food Coordinator, Saritha-ji and her team of Annapurnā-s untiringly feed our Devotees. Saritha-ji is

an amazing leader and an efficient organizer, and her team is the reason for the success of SMHT’s events.

The Board knows that once a task is entrusted to Saritha-ji, it will be taken care of completely, and this trust is

crucial for organizational success.

Q. When doing sevā, how do you deal with the challenges that you might face?

A. I learnt that in this world, we all are just actors and we act the way God wants us to. Hence, respect each

other with positive feelings and do not take anything to heart or judge others in any way.

Q. How are you able to maintain such a positive attitude when doing sevā and handling so many different

responsibilities in your life?

A. I love to work!!!! I always believe that time wasted is life wasted and we need to use time productively.

Q. What are the quality of a good volunteer / someone wants to serve the Temple?

A. A good volunteer needs to have a positive attitude. Do not let your feelings get influenced by other

thoughts! Believe that service to humanity is service to God and all work is Divine. Any help is sevā, so do as

much sevā as you can do without any second thoughts and take advantage of having a human life!

SMHT Board is proud to recognize Saritha Sagar as the “Volunteer of the Month.” May Śrī Mātā bless her

and her family with good health and happiness always.

The Chatrath family has always supported local religious and cultural events generously; however, with the

arrival of the Temple, Nishi-ji believes everyone will be benefited tremendously, “Elderly parents coming

from abroad will have a common place to go and will not feel isolated and lonely. Our children will stay in

touch with our roots and take pride in their heritage…” When asked what she has learned from serving with

Śrī Mātā Hindu Temple, Nishi-ji responds, “I have learnt that this Temple is not for any particular group of

people or culture. It is a temple being built for our community by people do not have any personal motives

but only want to help and serve our community as a whole.” Nishi-ji’s vision of inclusivity make her an

excellent leader while her passion for the Temple and devotion to Śrī Mātā inspires others to come forward

give of their time, resources, and efforts. In light of that, she says, “If you have not been involved in Your

Temple then now is the time! Attend one of our major events. Mata Jaagran is on September 23rd and

witness what the community as a whole has achieved. Please help us physically and financially to make our

community dream come true!” SMHT Board is proud to recognize Nishi Chatrath as the “Volunteer of the

Month.” May Śrī Mātā bless her and her family with good health and happiness always.

A longtime resident of Forsyth County, Nishi Chatrath has been integral to Śrī Mātā Hindu

Temple’s growth and outreach. Having served as the President of IUCA, Nishi-ji now serves

as the Vice-President of SMHT Board and is a wonderful asset to our Temple community.

Members of the community know her to be vocal, dynamic, and deeply dedicated to

organizing and fundraising.

One and loved by all, Saritha Sagar is a true example of selfless service and devotion to Śrī

Mātā and the Temple community. Despite her responsibilities as a career-woman, mother of

two children, and IUCA’s first-lady, she has always been one of Śrī Mātā Hindu Temple’s

most dedicated volunteers. Energetic and always seen with a smiling face, Saritha-ji

undertakes the most strenuous of sevā with ready willingness and humility.
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ŚRĪ MĀTĀ HINDU TEMPLE 
ADDRESS

8535 Lasater Road 

Clemmons, NC 27102

MAILING ADDRESS

P.O. Box 879, Lewisville NC 27103 

CONTACT 

http://matahindutemple.org/

Email: info@matahindutemple.org

Phone: (336) 287-0378

CLICK TO DONATE LIKE FOR UPDATES
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Editor’s Desk

Article Submission

We are accepting written
submissions (200 – 250 words)
on religion and spirituality as
well as reflections on SMHT’s
events. All age groups are
encouraged to contribute.
Content will be subject to edits.
Please email your submissions
to: info@matahindutemple.org

Advertise with us!

6 Issues 12 Issues

1/8 page $150 $275

1/4 page $250 $450

1/2 page $400 $725

Full page $600 $1100

Vāgvāṇī reaches readers all
across North Carolina and we
encourage local businesses
and entrepreneurs to advertise
with us. All proceeds go
towards SMHT. Please email
info@matahindutemple.org
for more details.

http://matahindutemple.org/
mailto:info@matahindutemple.org
https://www.gofundme.com/shri-mata-hindu-temple-fundraising
https://www.facebook.com/WinstonSalemHinduTemple/?fref=nf

